Returning Home from a Year Long Space Journey:
The Space Team Program Final Event - 2006
Highly-motivated students at selected Excellence 2000 (E2K) sites have the unique opportunity to participate in a special Space Team Program.  Capitalizing on The Society for Excellence through Education's (SEE) experience with E2K’s Astrophysics activities, the Space Team Program offers additional education to selected youngsters through exciting and practical applications. Following a year of academic space travel, it was time for the E2K students to return home, look back at the incredible experience they had and start planning the next launch. The E2K Ilan Ramon Space Team Program held its final event on June 15, 2006 marking the end of the school year. 
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The students were hosted by the Asher Space Research Institute on the Technion Campus and took part in nine different space stations challenging them with space games and riddles. The space team members were at their best. They built CO2 filters, confronted and solved space travel difficulties under time pressure, built space stations from simple items such as bottles and pipes, broke encrypted messages and built paper airplanes using aerodynamic thinking. 
Fourteen teams from different schools took part in the competition and proved themselves as young space researchers glowing with joy, leadership and excellence. 

 After lunch the students heard a fascinating lecture from Robert Beretz, Director of Astrophysics at the Israel National Museum of Science on “Life on Mars: past, present and future”. Using a phenomenal picture presentation, Mr. Beretz focused on Mars from its discovery by astronomers in the 17th century through recent discoveries when research is conducted by the most advanced and sophisticated equipment known to man. 
Then the moment of truth came. It was time to announce the winners of the morning space competition.  Prof. Moshe Gelman, Director of the Asher Institute for Space Research and Hezki Arieli, Director General of SEE gave addresses and presented the prizes. Grand prize was presented to the Golda Meir Middle School, Nes Ziona.  The second place prize went to Ort Middle School, Tiberias, and third place was granted to Ort Daphna Middle School, Kiryat Bialik.  

At the end of the day the space teams relived their space experiences over the past year when a short presentation was screened reviewing all the activities and wonderful experiences they had. 
Despite having their two feet on the ground, every student's enthusiasm was sky-high, taking part in all the space stations and competing with their team members. The event marked the end of this year's space journey, but there was one thing everyone agreed on: they can't wait for next year's takeoff. 
A generous grant from the Daniel Nir and Jill Braufman Family Foundation has allowed for the continuation of the Space Team Program.
